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The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide for the orderly, safe and healthful development
of the area within the City and to promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of
the Community. Hereinafter every owner or developer of any tract of land situated within
the corporate limits of the City of Center or within the extraterritorial jurisdiction of the City
shall comply with the provisions of the Ordinance.

1. LOT STANDARDS

1. 1 A lot size, width, depth, shape and orientation shall be appropriate for the location
and type of development and shall not be less than 5, 000 square feet in area. Also,
the maximum single family residences ( house, mobile home, prefabricated home, ete.)

per lot shall be one.

1. 2 Depth and width of properties reserved or laid out for commercial and industrial

purposes shall be adequate to provide for the off-street service and parking facilities

required by the type of use and development contemplated.

1 . 3 Each lot shall front upon a public street and shall have a 5 foot side building setback
line with a 25 foot front building setback line. Exceptions to this will only be
considered if the portion of the right-of-way from the public street not being utilized

by the street surface, curbing, and drainage is adequate enough to allow less than a

25 foot setback.

1 . 4 Double frontage and reverse frontage lots shall be avoided, except where essential to

provide separation of residential development from traffic arteries or to overcome

specific disadvantages of topography and orientation.

1. 5 Side lot lines shall be substantially at right angles or radial to street lines.

2. EASEMENT STANDARDS

2. 1 Utility easements shall be provided within the proposed development as may be

necessary to assure the proper design, installation and maintenance of either

underground or aerial utilities. Easement widths shall be determined by the type of

utility; however, an easement shall not normally be required along the rear of lots
served by a dedicated alley.

2. 2 When a proposed subdivision is traversed by a watercourse, drainageway, channel or

stream or a proposed drainage easement, there shall be provided a storm water

easement or drainage right-of-way conforming substantially with the line for such
watercourse. The easement or right-of-way width for such watercourse shall be
determined by good engineering practice and may require improvement or

realignment to assure proper drainage of storm water.
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2. 3 The minimum width of a utility or drainage easement shall be twenty ( 20) feet.

Where residential and building sites are located in the floodway or flood plain, the

minimum ( regulatory flood) finish floor elevation shall be one ( 1 ) foot above the 100

year flood plain elevation.

3. STREETS

The physical design of the streets in the proposed development shall confonn to the

following minimum standards:

3. 1 The arrangement of streets in a development shall either:

3. 1. 1 Provide for the continuation or appropriate projection of the existing principal
streets in surrounding areas or;

3. 1. 2 Confonn to a plan for a neighborhood approved or adopted by the City to

meet a particular situation where topographical or other conditions make

continuance or conformance of existing streets impractical.

3. 2 Local streets shall be laid out so that their use by through trafflc in residential areas

will be discouraged.

3. 3 Where a development abuts or contains an existing or proposed major street, the City
may require such treatment as may be necessary for adequate protection of residential

properties and to afford separation of through and local trafflc.

3.4 Where a development borders on or contains a railroad right-of-way the City may

require a street approximately parallel to and on each side of such right-of-way, at a

distance suitable for the appropriate use of the intervening land. The distance of a

street form a railroad shall recognize the problem of approach grades and future grade
separations.

3. 5 Street Intersections - Where more than two ( 2) streets intersect at a point shall be

avoided.

3. 5. 1 No major street shall intersect any other major street at an angle of less than

eighty ( 80) degrees.

3. 5. 2 No collector street shall intersect a major street at an angle of less than eighty
80) degrees, or another collector street at an angle of less than seventy ( 70)

degrees.
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3. 5. 3 No local street shall intersect any major street at an angle of less than eighty
80) degrees, or any collector street at an angle of less than eighty ( 80)

degrees.

3. 6 Cul-de-sacs may be permitted where the form or contour of the land or the shape of
the property makes such street design appropriate. Such cul-de-sacs shall provide
proper access to all lots and shall generally not exceed eight hundred ( 800) feet in

length and a turn-around shall be provided at the closed end which has a minimum

right-of-way radius of fifty ( 50) feet ( 60 feet in Commercial and Industrial areas.

Dead end streets will not be allowed.

3. 7 Street right-of-way width shall not be less than as follows:

Pavement Width in Feet
Street Type Ri~ t-of-Way Feet Back Curb - Back Curb

Major Thoroughfare 60 36

Collector, Industrial or

Commercial Street 60 36
Local, Residential 50 30

3. 8 No street names shall be used which will duplicate or be confused with the names of

existing streets. Street names shall be subject to approval of the City Manager or

designee.

3. 9 Street Construction Requirements - All development street construction shall be in

accordance with the Texas Department of Transportation ( TxDOT) Standard

Specification for Construction of Highways, Streets and Bridges, latest edition,
hereinafter referred to as the TxDOT. ITEM Copies of the TxDOT ITEM may be
obtained from the TxDOT in Austin, Texas.

Local design standards, in accordance with TxDOT ITEM, are included as drawings
within this section and shall be complied with by the developer.

Page 3



e e

3. 9. 1 Preparing Right of Way ( TxDOT ITEM 100).

All areas shall be cleared of all structures and obstructions. Such obstructions
shall be considered to include remains of houses, foundations, floor slabs,
concrete, brick, lumber, plaster, septic tank drain fields, basements, abandoned

utility pipes or conduits, equipment, fences, retaining ealls, and shacks. Those
trees, shrubs and other landscape features specifically designated by the

Engineer for preservation shall be carefully protected form abuse, marring, or

damage during construction operations. Continual parking and/ or servicing of

equipment under the branches of trees markes for preservation and require
pruning, they shall be trimmed as directed by the Engineer and all exposed cuts

over 2 inches in diameter shall be treated with a material approved by the

Engineer.

Holes remaining after removal of all obstructions, objectionable material, trees,

stumps, etc., shall be backfilled with approved material, compacted and
restored to approximately its original contours by blading, bulldozing, or by
other methods, as approved by the Engineer. In areas to be immediately
excavated, the backfillling of holes may not be required when approved by the

Engineer.

Before backfilling, the remaining ends of all abandoned storm sewers, culverts,

sanitary sewers, conduits, and water or gas pipes over 3 inches in diameter,
shall be plugged with an adequate quantity of concrete to form a tight closure
and inspected by City Manager or designee.

3. 9. 2 Excavation ( TxDot ITEM 110).

Roadway excavation" shall consist of the required excavation within the limits
of the roadway (except excavation otherwise designated as channel excavation,
structural excavaton, etc.); the removal and proper utilization or disposal of all
excavated materials; and the constructing, shaping and finishing of all
earthwork on the entire length of roadway and approaches to same, in

conformity with the required lines, grades and typical cross sections and in

accordance with specification requirements herein outlined. Compaction of
embankments shall conform to the method of "Ordinary Compaction".

All suitable excavated materials shall be utilized, insofar as practicable, in

constructing the required roadway sections or in uniformly widening
embankments, flattening slopes, etc. Unsuitable roadway excavation and

roadway excavation in excess of that needed for construction shall be known
as " Waste" and shall be disposed of outside the limits of the right-of-way.
Unsuitable material encountered below subgrade elevation in roadway cuts/

shall be replaced with other suitable material.
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During construction the roadbed and ditches shall be maintained in a condition
to insure proper drainage at all times. Ditches and channels shall be so

constructed and maintained to avoid damage to the roadway section.

The street subgrade shall be constructed to a minimum depth of eight ( 8)
inches below the lower limits of the base course.

3. 9. 3 Flexible Base ( TxDOT ITEM 247).

Proir to delivery of the base material, the subgrade or existing roadbed shall be

shaped to conform to the planned typical sections.

Base material shall be spread uniformly and shaped the same day as delivered.
In the event inclement weather or other unforeseen circumstances render this

impractical, the material shall be shaped as soon as practical.

Prior to compacting the flexible base, the flexible base material shall be bladed
and shaped to conform to the typical sections as shown on the plans. All areas

of segregated coarse or fine material shall be corrected or removed and

replaced with well graded material.

Throughout this entire operation, the shape of each course shall be maintained

by blading. Upon competion, the surface shall be smooth and in conformity
with the typical section as shown on the plans and the established lines and

grades. Prioir to placing the surfacing on the completed base, the base shall
be cured. The flexible base shall be compacted by " Density Control".

Typical cross sections sre shown on the included plan and require 6 inches of

compacted base material.

The flexible base shall be one of the following types, as follows:

Type A. Type A material shall be crushed stone produced from
oversize quarried aggregate, sized by crushing and produced from a

naturally occurring single source. Crushed gravel or uncrushed gravel
shall not be acceptable for Type A material. No blending of sources

and/ or additive materials will be allowed in Type A material.

Type B. Type B material shall be crushed or uncrushed gravel.
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Type C. Type C material shall be crushed gravel. Unless otherwise

shown on the plans, crushed gravel shall have a minimum of 60 percent
of the particles retained on the No. 4 sieve with two ( 2) or more

crushed faces as determined by Test Method Tex-460-A, Part I.

The fexible base shall meet the physical requirements of Grade 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5.

3. 9.4 Lime Stabilized Subgrade ( TxDOT ITEM 260)

This item shall govern for treating the existing subgrade by pulverizing, adding
lime, mixing, and compacting the material as specified in this item.

Lime shall be in accordance with TxDOT Specifications Item No. 264.

In areas where lime stabilized subgrade is directed the amount of lime to be

added shall be 32 Ibs. per square yard. The soil and lime should be thoroughly
mixed at the proper moisture content, an adequate mellowing period between

initial and final mixing should be allowed, the moisture content should be

adjusted to optimum or slightly above, and the mixture should be compacted
to a minimum of 95 percent of ASTM D 698 ( Standard Proctor) density.

3. 9. 5 Prime ( TxDOT ITEM 310)

The completed base course shall receive a surface prime of MC30. The rate

of application shall be a minimum of 0.25 gallons per square yard.

When the area andlor base is satisfactory to receive the prime coat, the surface

shall be cleaned by sweeping or other approved methods. If found necessary,

the surface shall be lightly sprinkled just prior to application of the asphaltic
material. The asphaltic material shall be applied on the clean surface by an

approved type of self-propelled pressure distributor so operated as to distribute

the material in the quantity specified, evenly and smoothly under a pressure

necessary for proper distribution. The develper shall provide all necessary

facilities for determining the temperature of the asphaltic material in all of the

heating equipment and in the distributor, for determining the rate at which it

is applied, and for securing uniformly at the junction of two distributor loads.

The developer will select the temperature of application based on the

temperature-viscosity relationship that will permit application of the asphalt
within the limits recommended in the Item, 1/ 

Asphalts, Oils and Emulsions".

The recommended range for the viscosity of the asphalt is tOO to 1 25

centistokes. The developer shall apply the asphalt at a temperature within

1 50F of the temperature selected.
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The developer shall be responsible for the maintenance of the surface until the

work is accepted.

No traffic, hauling or placement of any subsequent courses shall be permitted
over the freshly applied prime coat until approved by the City Manager or

designee.

3. 9.6 Hot Mix Asphaltic Concrete Pavement ( TxDot ITEM 340)

The pavement shall be constructed on the previously completed and approved
subgrade, base, existing wearing surface, or in the case of a bridge, on the

prepared slab or as otherwise specified herein and in accordance with the

details shown on the plans.

The asphaltic material shall be placed on the primed base course at a rate of

165 pounds per square yard ( approximately 1 V2 inches thick) and shall meet

the requirments of Type " D" ( Fine-Graded Surface Course).

The asphaltic material shall form from 4 to 8 percent of the mixture by weight,
or form 9 to 19 percent of the mixture by volume.

The asphaltic mixture, when placed with a spreading and finishing machine, or

tack coat shall not be placed when the air temperature is below 500F and is

falling, but it may be placed when the air temperature is above 400F and is

rising. The asphaltic mixture, when placed with a motor grader, shall not be

placed when tlie air temperature is below 600F and is falling, but may be

placed when the air temperature is above 500F and rising. The air

temperature shall be taken in the shade away from artificial heat. Mat

thicknesses of 1 V2 inches and less shall not be placed when the temperature of

the surface on which the mat is to be placed is below 50oF. No mixture with

lightweight coarse aggregate shall be placed when the temperature of the

surface on which the mat is to be placed is below 50oF. It is further provided
that the tack coat or asphaltic mixture shall be placed only when the humidity,
general weather conditions and temperature and moisture condition of the base

are suitable.

If, after being discharged from the mixer and prior to placing, the temperature
of the asphaltic mixture is 500F or below, or 1250F or above, all or any part
of the load may be rejected.
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3. 9. 7 Concrete Pavement ( TxDOT ITEM 360)

Concrete pavement may be used in place of asphalt and base within the
development provided the subgrade is prepared as shown in the attached
details.

The pavement shall consist of Type A Portland cement concrete, with
reinforcement as shown on the plans, with monolithic curbs, constructed as

herein specified on the prepared subgrade with the minimum thickness of 6
inches and to the lines and grades established. Steel reinforcement shall be

placed in the concrete and shall be No. 4 bars spaced at 1 8 inches on center

in both directions. Reinforcement shall be continuous.

Tranverse expansion joints shall be formed perpendicular to the centerline and
surface of the pavement and shall be constructed in accordance with the
sequence of operations shown on thw pains. The concrete faces of the joint
seal space shall be left true to line and section throughout the entire length of
the joint. On completion of curing of the pavement, the joint sealing filler of
the type specified shall be placed in accordance with plans.

Tranverse contraction joints shall be formed or sawed joints perpendicular to

the centerline and surface of the pavement and shall be constructed by the
method, and in the squence of operations, as shown on pains. Where sawed
joints are used, contraction joints at approximately 60-foot intervals shall be
sawed as sppm as sawing can be accomplished without damage to the
pavement and before 24 hours after the concrete has been placed. The

remaining contraction joints shall be sawed in a uniform pattern and they shall
be completed before placing concrete in succeeding lanes and before

permitting traffice to use the pavement.

Longitudinal joints shall be of the type or alternate types shown on the plans
and shall be constructed of specified materials in accordance with provisions of
the plans. Longitudinal joints shall be constructed accurately to required lines,
shall be perpendicular to the pavement surface at the joint, and the pavement
surface over and adjacent to the joint shall be finished as specified.

Longitudinal joints shall be sawed as soon as sawing can be accomplished
without damage to the pavement. Sawing shall not cause damage to the

pavement and the groove shall be cut with a minimum of spalling. No traffic

including construciton traffic) shall be permitted on the pavement until the

longitudinal joint is cut. When the flex plane type longitudinal joint is used, it
shall be placed behind the longitudinal float.

3. 9. 8 Concrete Curb and Gutter and Valley Gutter
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The curbs, gutters, and valley gutters shall be constructed of Class A ( 3000

PSI) concrete, shall receive membrane curing and shall comply with the

included standard drawings.

Valley gutter shall be constructed at the street intersections where it is

anticipated that storm water will cross the intersecting streets.

4. DRAINAGE

The drainage system in the proposed development shall conform to the minimum

standards.

4. 1 General Requirements

4. 1. I The streets, inlets, storm sewer pipe and all other drainage structures shall be

designed to accommodate a 10 year storm. All lots within the development
shall be required to be above the 100 year flood plain.

4. 1. 2 Provisions shall be made to prohibit the storm discharge from the proposed
development from damaging the downstream property. Where required,
drainage easements shall be obtained from downstream property owners by the

developer.

4.2 Drainage Construction Requirements

4.2. 1 Storm Sewer Pipe ( TxDOT ITEM 464)

4.2. 1. 1 Storm sewer pipe shall be reinforced concrete in accordance

with ASTM designation C76 and shall be either Class III or Class

IV. Minimum size shall be 12".

4.2. 1. 2 The culvert pipe shall be installed in accordance with the

requirements of these specifications, to the lines and grades
shown on the plans, and shall be sizes and dimensions shown

thereon. The installation of pipe shall include all joints or etc.,

as may required to complete the work. The location of private
driveway and side road pipe may be varied as deemed necessary.

4.2. 1. 3 Pipe shall be substantially free form fractures, large or deep
cracks and surface roughness. The ends of the pipe shall be

normal to the walls and centerline of the pipe.

4. 2. 2 Excavation and Backfill for Structures ( TxDOT ITEM 400)
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connected to the main with a 6" mechanical joint tee and a 6"
diameter ductile iron pipe controlled by a 6" Mueller Gate
Valve.

The fire hydrant shall be blocked and shall have a drainage
system as shown on the plans to prevent damage to the barrel
caused by freezing.

Disinfecting and Testing

All lines constructed in accordance with this Ordinance shall be disinfected and
tested prior to final acceptance.

Disinfecting

The developer shall disinfect the lines in accordance with
AWWA C651 and may elect to " Slug" segments of the line

during installation with granulated chlorine such as HTH or an

approved equal. This method or any alternate shall be

performed in accordance with and at the chlorine concentrations

specified In the AWWA C601 Specification. The developer
shall sample the water in the mains after the chlorinated water

has been flushed and replaced with water from the supply
system. These samples shall be submitted for bacteriological
testing by an approved laboratory. Mains failing these tests shall
be disinfected, flushed and retested.
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A % inch diameter steel rod shall be placed at the outboard end of each sewer

service and extend vertically and tenninate a minimum of 12 inches above the

finished grade of the backfilled trench. This rod will serve as a marker for

locating the end of the service connection. Care shall be exercised during the

backfill operations to assure these markers are installed plumb. The upper end

of the rod shall be fonned to resemble an eye bolt to preclude possible injury
to persons residing in the area.

6. 2. 9 Cleanouts

C1eanouts shall be supplied and installed in accordance with this section and the

included detail drawings.

All materials used for c1eanouts shall be 6 inch PVC sewer pipe and fittings in

accordance with ASTM D3034 with an SDR of 35.

All sewer c1eanouts shall be installed in accordance with ASTM D2321 and the

applicable detail drawings. Any special adaptors required for connection of

these sewer c1eanouts to any rigid or semi- flexible pipe shall be furnished by the

developer.

6. 2. to Creek and Ditch Crossing

All sewer lines crossing creeks or drainage ditches shall be encased with V4 inch

thick wall steel tubing. The encasement shall be anchored on both ends by
concrete blocking.

6.2. 11 Manholes

Manholes shall be precast or poured in place concrete type.

Precast reinforced concrete manholes shall confonn to all requirements set

forth in ASTM C478.

Poured- in- place manholes may be used in lieu of precast manholes. The base,

wall and cover shall be poured and vibrated to assure a monolithic structure

free from infiltration. All concrete shall have an average compressive strength
at 28 days equal to or greater than 4,000 psi.

The concrete base for precast manholes shall have an average compressive
strength at 28 days equal to or greater than 3, 000 psi. The base shall be

poured and vibrated to assure a structure free from infiltration.
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